
 
 

Identifying an optimal route corridor is a key part of planning and managing any new 

cable or pipeline. By combining information on the physical, human and environmental 

features of an area, route options can be appraised in terms of social, environmental and 

economic cost or impact.  

Projects within the marine environment pose unique challenges; ABPmer is regularly asked 

by owners and operators to help them at the planning stage to identify preferred route 

corridors, provide marine input to options appraisal, support route optioneering and prepare 

environmental statements and other marine licensing documents.    

 

By combining our marine environmental knowledge with customised GIS tools, we help 

developers and stakeholders understand the constraints associated with different route 

options. 

 

To inform each stage of route optioneering, our specialists review environmental and 

legislative constraints, third party activities, seabed characteristics, existing infrastructure and 

landfall sites.  

 

 

 

OUR SERVICES 

 Cable burial risk assessment 

 Consents and licensing 

 Constraint analysis/mapping 

 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

 Landfall assessment 

 Options appraisal 

 Seabed mobility 

 Third party activities 

 Weather downtime 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

RELATED MARKETS 

Cables and Pipelines 

Power Stations 

 

ROUTING STUDIES 



NORTH WEST COAST CONNECTIONS ROUTE CORRIDOR 

National Grid 
ABPmer was commissioned to provide advice concerning marine options for an export cable 

from the proposed Nugen Nuclear Power Station at Sellafield transiting to the Fylde Coast. 

 

We carried out an initial route corridor marine environmental impact study to identify 

possible options for a marine cable route. We then undertook an options appraisal of the 

marine environmental elements of these routes, in accordance with National Grid's options 

appraisal guidance. Here we considered impacts on coastal processes, marine ecology, 

ornithology, fish and shellfish, commercial fisheries, navigation and undertook cumulative 

and in-combination assessments. 

 

The study examined the full range of issues and interactions associated with the installation, 

operation and decommissioning of large (1GW) HVDC cables in the marine environment. 

Extensive consultation was subsequently undertaken with marine stakeholders in the Irish Sea 

in line with requirements for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects in England.    

 

ABPmer has since been commissioned to undertake all of the marine elements of the EIA and 

provide marine licensing support for the preferred option. 

 

 

GUERNSEY JERSEY INTERCONNECTOR (GJ3) 

Guernsey Electricity Ltd 
Channel Islands Electricity Grid on behalf of Guernsey Electricity Ltd was proposing to install a 

submarine power cable between Guernsey and Jersey, together with an onshore substation 

and landfall on both islands. To help secure the required permits for the proposed works, 

ABPmer was commissioned to undertake the EIA scoping study and related assessment.   

 

The Scoping Report and Environmental Statement considered the marine impacts of the 

cable, landfall and potential substation during all phases of development.  Impacts on 

physical processes, water quality and ecological receptors (including mobile species) were 

assessed and appropriate mitigation measures identified where necessary.   

 

The project particularly required consultation with French and Jersey fishermen in relation to 

the route in Jersey waters. 

 

 

ISLES II SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL 

AECOM 
The Irish-Scottish Links on Energy Study (ISLES) project plans to develop an offshore 

electricity grid linking renewable energy locations in Scotland, Northern Ireland and the 

Republic of Ireland.  ABPmer supported Aecom in the preparation of the related 

Sustainability Appraisal for the Spatial Plan which provides locational guidance for an 

interconnected offshore grid network. 

 

Members of our Environment Team undertook key elements of the sustainability appraisal 

which assessed the impacts of the Plan on the environment, communities and other users of 

the sea.  This work was part of a wider bundle of projects that have been building on the 

2012 ISLES I project which aim to take the ISLES concept “Towards Implementation”. 

 

More details on the workstreams can be found on the ISLES website 

http://www.islesproject.eu 
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